Discussion
The title compound was prepared as part of our study of diastereoselective cyclopropanization of centrosymmetric substituted indenones [2] , We introduced a series of new tricyclic a-cyclopropyl indenone structures [3] as suitable intermediates in propellane synthesis. The racemic compound crystallizes centrosymmetrically and the asymmetric unit contains two independent molecules, which have no significant differences. The enantiomeric molecules show an antiparallel orientation. The significant shorter C9-C10 (1.328(5) Ä) and C23-C24 (1.328(5) Ä) bonds indicate the localization of the double bond of the five-membered ring. The simultaneous migration of the double bond during ketalization has also been observed in other systems and is best known phenomenon in the steroidal synthesis [4, 5] . The crystal packing is conditioned by π-π interactions of the propynyl substituents <i(C13-C27) = 5.042 Ä and additionally stabilized by weak intermolecular C-H-Ο hydrogen bonds between identical enantiomeric molecules. The shortest intermolecular distances are d(02-H4A-C4) = 2.501 Ä, d(03-H23-C23) = 3.509 Ä and <f(01-H9-C9) = 3.522 Ä. The five-membered cyclopentane ring of the tricycles has a twist conformation whereas the six-membered cyclohexane ring has a chair conformation. 
